for months allegra simply
had such a head fulla hajr

veah. she had light blue satip pillows like the sky in
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brushed her hair. she had a dream that she
that she cdnt lift her head offa her pillows,

sun. she had awready had thijs dream where she had such a head fulla
hair that yng rita havworth wda blushed with shame. rapunsel pull her
tresses back into the tower. & lady godiva give up horse back riding.
allegra altered her social life dramatically. she brushed 100 st}'c?kes
in the ymoming. 100 strokes midday & 100 strokes before retiring,
she had a busy schedule. between the local train & the express, she
brushed. she brushed between telephone calls. at the disco she brushed
on the slow songs. (she didnt slow dance with strangers) she 'brushftd
her hair before making love & after. she brushed her hair in taxis. while
window-shopping. when she had visitors, over the kitcher? table, she
brushed. allegra brushed her hair while thinking abt anything. most.ly
she thought abt what it wd be like when she got her full heada hair.

like liftino

o
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her head in the morning wd be a chore. she wd try to turn
& her hair wd weight her down. she dreamed <‘)f chaka lzlhan.
from graham central station with all seven wigs. & medusa.

alegra brushed & brushed. she used olive oil, hair food, & posner’s vi-
“Min E, pyy she brushed & brushed.

e so0n lost contact with most of her friends. she wda lost her job,

az

o1 unemployme

nt & brushed while waiting in line for her
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dations from her social w
ood recommer orker: g
check. she got 8 that allegra. always brushing her hair, nolhlz(;h-a

{astidious W;’legra'had suggested that hair brushing, per se had g
thr dream & ih her particular heada hair. a therapist wd say thel, y-
thing 0 do “d o with something else, like a symbol of allegray eaq
ulla hair bad put allegra had no therapist & to her dream un.
camed about tobias, then something happen;am
na show up. if you dreamed abt yr grandm Wh;'o
ust be doing something she doesnt like or she s S
uble to leave heaven like that. if you dream sop :
if you dream something green, you shq ket
doing it. if @ blue ppears in yr dreams, that'’s a person who's
i gfrir;nd that's how allegra saw her dreams.
truz this h.ead fulla hair she had in her dreams waz lavender & nappy
a,thre eyr-oldsina apple tree. Allegra cd ‘fry an egg & see the white
as the grease like her hair waz gonna spreadin the

{ the egg spreading in
Zir butg she waznt egg-yolk yellow/ she waz brown & the egg white
Wd'nt be white at all/ it wd be her actual hair/ & it wd be lavender & go

on & on forever, but irregular like a rasta’'man’s hair. irregular, gargan.
tuan & lavender. Nestled on the blue satin pillows/ pillows like the sky,
. &soshe fried her eggs.
| shebought daisies dyed lavender & laced-lavender tablemats & lav-
" ender nail polish. though she never admitted it, allegra believed in
" magic. she cd do strange things. when she felt moved, when something
came over her. after a while everything around her waz lavender, fluffy
& consuming, except her hair. she even found a man who was so mal-
nourished he looked blue. allegra had all intentions of turning him
lavender, but her cooking brought him back to health.
her sense of time changed. usedta be that daylight & nightime waz
different. but so she cd see her head fulla hair allegra began to sleep 2t
noon & get up at midnite. her eyes wd be so stunned from visions of
il;edfise(l)f;aden in lavender nappy tufts, she stopped seeing the sk'Y 'f‘s
the ilr a;zgze/ aIIIWfIYS there was a hint of violent. lavender seeplfl in
healtho. & r. she l?rushed. & she brushed & her hair waz certainly
calthy, but not significantly changed. allegra knew not a moment of
bitterness. thru all the wrist achj & tenni brushing, she
smiled. no regrets, ‘o e ¢ ng 'tenn,ls e.lbovxf from. rus g
egrette rien’ she'd sing like edith piaf. whe
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NTOZ 4s wanted her to go see tina turner or pacheco, she crooned,
her mcnhave to brush my hair.” for kitty
“sorty. | d to japan for ben-wa, others to sweden for kitty
some people sen i hed her hair & smiled as if jesus had
books. allegra simply brushed her |  or what
porf®” libacy. when she started to schedule her day or wha
net r(;m;zfira;r(: jimi h.endrix wd call ‘lavender blue’ around the differ-

::t ‘l;ruihes she used at different hours, something happcned.l .

allegra found ambrosia. her hair grew pomegranates & soil, ric {XS
round the aswan. allegra woke in her bed to bananas/ a\f@ados/ col-
lard greens/ the Tramp’s latest disco hit/ fresh croissant/ pouilly-fuisse/
ishmael reed’s essays/ charlotte carter’s stories/ streamed from each
strand of her hair. everything in the universe that allegra needefell
from her hair. but it still waznt lavender. waznt any thicker or nappier
than ever before. but with the bricks that plopped from where a nine
year old’s top braid wd be, allegra built herself a house with running
water & a bidet. she found germaine monteil bath soaps & douches in
her roots. her brick house with the garden she planted in the soil that
fell from her head waz bob marley’s permanent address & only michael
manley knew the phone number. she hadda closet full of clean bed
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her friends wanted her to go see tina turner or pacheco, she crooned,
“sorry. | have to brush my hair.” |

some people send to japan for ben-wa, others to sweden for kitty
porno books. allegra simply brushed her hair & smiled as if jesus had
not foresworn celibacy. when she started to schedule her day or what
we wd call day & jimi hendrix wd call ‘lavender blue’ around the differ-
ent brushes she used at different hours, something happened.

allegra found ambrosia. her hair grew pomegranates & soil, rich as
round the aswan. allegra woke in her bed to bananas/ avocados/ col-
lard greens/ the Tramp's latest disco hit/ fresh croissant/ pouilly-fuisse/

ishmael reed'’s essays/ charlotte carter’s stories/ streamed from each
strand of her hair. everything in th '

from her hair. but it stil} waznt laven
than ever before. but with the brick

year old's top braid wd be, allegra built herself a house with running
water & a bidet. she found germaine monteil bath soaps & douches in

her roots. her brick house with the garden she planted in the soil that
fell from her head waz bob .
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