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Objective

As a culminating project for FORM 8840- Design of
Formative Experience course in the PhD of Formative
Education at Boston College, Dr. Marina Bers asked
students to present a curated museum exhibit for a Museum
of Formation concept. This needed to include prototypes for
a powerful idea (see Seymour Papert) presented previously
in class- one requirement: the prototypes and the exhibit
needed to focus on the concept of formation.
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Learning Goals:

By engaging with the exhibit, visitors will be able to:

o
Powel I UI Idea. 1.Understand Reflection as a Learning Tool
® o Recognize how reflection deepens understanding
ReerCtlon and strengthens problem-solving skills.

2.Experience Reflection in Action
o Actively engage in reflection, rather than just
learning about it passively.
3. Apply Reflection to Personal & Professional Growth
o Leave with an understanding of how reflection
can shape their learning, creativity, and decision-
making.
4.Explore Reflection in Different Disciplines
o See how reflection influences sciences (human-
centered design/engineering), arts, education,
and leadership.
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Featuring the following elements:

Reflective Open-Mic

Silent Reflection Corner

Redl-Time Reflection Board | .
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« Echoes of Reflection- A Digital Reflection Archive

From Me to You- A Reflective postcard c:ctNity and display

FORM 8340 Exhibit Description :
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“Reflecting on Reflection” is an interactive
exhibit that invites visitors to step into a
shared space of introspection and
meaning-making. Centered around a live
“Open Mic for Reflection,” the experience
prompts guests to voice their personal
insights, engage with others’ stories, and
explore how reflection deepens learning,
creativity, and growth across disciplines.
Visitors leave not only having learned
about reflection—but having practiced it

in community.
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Prototypes

Using Boston College’s The Hatchery Makerspace
(a part of the Schiller Institute), | was able to
iImagine the classroom space, sketch out a design
and, ensure that the learning goals were met.
Through testing prototypes, | could see what
worked and what didnt. | imagined the space
differently, revisiting how we could elicit the Sketches Use,d ,to design J,Che
. . . museum exhibit, “Reflecting
experience that yielded the understanding. on Reflection” in April 2025.

Additional training in the workroom of the
hatchery included:

« Vinyl Cutting

- Poster Printing

- Laser Cutting

Utilizing the materials in the space, | created
materials used in the exhibit.
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(nhoun) e
» the production of an image by or as A 8

S - Poster examples used in
¢ the action of bending or folding - -

og o ' | o exhibit on April 30, 2025.
EXthIt Fea | - A ¢ a thought, idea, or opinion formed ' '

or a remark made as a result of

i i - meditation
rl n a erlq s Wi » consideration of some subject

matter, idea, or purpose

& )
Part of the exhbit included visuals and posters that ——
would be on display to provide context, diversify .- —
delivery of materials, and provide additional L “Re-” = Back
content to digest throughout the experience. dicionary. Rerieved March 23, 025, from itgs fwpowmeriam: refae - el
(bent back)
The definition of “reflection” and its epistemology Y tlL } » ]
c e c z die Latin
provided participants with context to understand reflexio c;ff;,f,zf,
how the phrase was used and formed. In
considering its role in the concept of formation,
participants actively engaged in a retrospective on
the term’s history, use, and understanding.
g Shcipumyeidtore et 22, 2025, romn Winehow mrrary:

Rleflectlon posters 6n display along

o ;," 73 e . l' Wl‘tb completed. pcstcords hung on
‘ s o e .~ dlsployln exhlbtf Aprll 30 2025,)
21 .95 e iy, | - fr | [
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re«flec-tion

E how you want

PHYSICALLY SETTLE

deap breath in through your nose o
h your mouth (HOLD for 4 seconds )

MENTALLY PAUSE

Z s> 4 - : % B
| G W Bt ; are your Qulet your mind, and poy ottention to your
7 £33 g T e sonses- Whaot are you seelng, hearing and feeling
¢ B 4 P {phyeically and amatianaiiy|?
i ; Tyl o) OPEN YOUR HEART

no “right” or "wrong”~ ways to reflect
aning each of ux Mmay dg¢ It Qur

Print Materials (c W) _ T v osneer

saplore what roflection means 1o youl

£ ™
Additional print materials for the exhibit included: Postcard example (far left).
Reflection Preparation Guide
example (center). Image of how
print materials were
displayed/distributed (rig

30

. A Reflection Preparation Guide

ht).
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e oW Is reflection a powerful

. Testimonials from faculty and staff about how they
use reflection in their research, life, and studies i g [E—

. Postcards participants reflected on and were hung in
a display.

Materials created opportunities for individuals to engage
at the exhibit and continue after the event.

£ f“ g . P ® Examples of interdisciplinary perspectives. Each piece is
iy . w7 '*."?"‘“ - also connected to the faculty’s research profile.
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Exhibit Feature| 5
Echoes of Reflection

(& £ hitpsy/reflectingonreflectionmy.canva site

e ion . oo s bey W page- 0

REFTEETION

ECHOES OF REFLECTION

Listen and watch as others think about the concept
of “reflecting” and share their thoughts, ideas and
ways in which they practice this formative act in
their every day lives.

CET STARTED HERE
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Echoes of Reflection is formatted as a website and a
digital archive. Over the course of two (2) months, |
interviewed fifteen seniors, faculty, and staff members
asking them about how they use reflection and what
ways it was a powerful agent of formation. Their
thoughts became a digital archive and resource for
others to contemplate how reflection may serve them

as a tool in life.
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(noun)

the production of an image by or as
if by a mirror
the action of bending or folding
back
a thought, idea, or opinion formed
or a remark made as a result of
meditation
onsideration of some subject
natter, idea, or purpose

Reflection IS... fnv o
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Exhibit in Practice

April 30, 2025
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riam-Webster. (n.d.). Reflection. In Merriam-Webster.com

reeflece i'id_h‘_f
A ECORIG S Lve (o)

a powerful
nation?

RITEHoN
ECHOES OF REFLECTION

o “refiecting” and shars their thoughte, dess and
ks wvery day fres

REFTETION

ECHOES OF REFLECTION

Listen and watch as others think about the concg
of “reflecting” and share their thoughts, ide
at
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Although | had never considered myself a designer, through this
experience, | learned that | may have missed an essential piece of
my identity as an educator. This experience reinforced my core
beliefs:

Everyone has a greater purpose. Our job, as educators, is help
them get to know themselves and their values well enough for
them to walk confidently into their calling.

- Experiences help people feel what they cannot articulate.
Throughout my career, | have built and designed experiences
that encourage people to be intentional, reflective and
authentic within spaces.

- Education is all about design- how we think about the spaces
we inhabit is critical to learning. The spaces we cultivate either
inhibit or liberate people to center their humanity and explore
what life is about and how they want to live.

« Most importantly, | think it's critical to love deeply, have fun,
and share your gifts with the world!
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In a way, aren't we all on a
journey to design the life
we imagined?
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Thank You

Special Thanks to Dr. Marina Bers, my peers, students, staff, and faculty
who helped make this exhibit a reality.

In a way, aren’t we all on a journey to design the life we imagined?

- Colleen Dallavalle
dallaval@bc.edu



