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As a culminating project for FORM 8840- Design of
Formative Experience course in the PhD of Formative
Education at Boston College, Dr. Marina Bers asked
students to present a curated museum exhibit for a Museum
of Formation concept. This needed to include prototypes for
a powerful idea (see Seymour Papert) presented previously
in class- one requirement: the prototypes and the exhibit
needed to focus on the concept of formation.

Objective
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Learning Goals:

By engaging with the exhibit, visitors will be able to:
1.Understand Reflection as a Learning Tool

Recognize how reflection deepens understanding
and strengthens problem-solving skills.

2.Experience Reflection in Action
Actively engage in reflection, rather than just
learning about it passively.

3.Apply Reflection to Personal & Professional Growth
Leave with an understanding of how reflection
can shape their learning, creativity, and decision-
making.

4.Explore Reflection in Different Disciplines
See how reflection influences sciences (human-
centered design/engineering), arts, education,
and leadership.

Powerful Idea:
Reflection

C. Dallavalle
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Using Boston College’s The Hatchery Makerspace
(a part of the Schiller Institute), I was able to
imagine the classroom space, sketch out a design
and, ensure that the learning goals were met.
Through testing prototypes, I could see what
worked and what didn’t.  I imagined the space
differently, revisiting how we could elicit the
experience that yielded the understanding. 

Additional training in the workroom of the
hatchery included:

Vinyl Cutting
Poster Printing
Laser Cutting

Utilizing the materials in the space, I created
materials used in the exhibit.

Prototypes
C. Dallavalle

Sketches used to design the
museum exhibit, “Reflecting
on Reflection” in April 2025.



Exhibit Feature | 
Print Materials
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Part of the exhbit included visuals and posters that
would be on display to provide context, diversify
delivery of materials, and provide additional
content to digest throughout the experience.

The definition of “reflection” and its epistemology
provided participants with context to understand
how the phrase was used and formed. In
considering its role in the concept of formation,
participants actively engaged in a retrospective on
the term’s history, use, and understanding.

Poster examples used in
exhibit on April 30, 2025.

C. Dallavalle

Reflection posters on display along
with completed postcards hung on
display in exhibit (April 30, 2025).



Exhibit Feature | 
Print Materials (contd)
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Additional print materials for the exhibit included:

A Reflection Preparation Guide

Testimonials from faculty and staff about how they
use reflection in their research, life, and studies

Postcards participants reflected on and were hung in
a display.

Materials created opportunities for individuals to engage
at the exhibit and continue after the event.

Examples of interdisciplinary perspectives.  Each piece is
also connected to the faculty’s research profile.

C. Dallavalle

Postcard example (far left).
Reflection Preparation Guide
example (center). Image of how
print materials were
displayed/distributed (right).
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Exhibit Feature | 
Echoes of Reflection
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Exhibit in Practice
April 30, 2025
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 Although I had never considered myself a designer, through this
experience, I learned that I may have missed an essential piece of
my identity as an educator. This experience reinforced my core
beliefs:

Everyone has a greater purpose. Our job, as educators, is help
them get to know themselves and their values well enough for
them to walk confidently into their calling.

Experiences help people feel what they cannot articulate.
Throughout my career, I have built and designed experiences
that encourage people to be intentional, reflective and
authentic within spaces.

 Education is all about design- how we think about the spaces
we inhabit is critical to learning. The spaces we cultivate either
inhibit or liberate people to center their humanity and explore
what life is about and how they want to live.

Most importantly, I think it’s critical to love deeply, have fun,
and share your gifts with the world!

Designer Reflections
C. Dallavalle



Colleen
Dallavalle
Educator | Designer | Experience Curator

In a way, aren’t we all on a
journey to design the life

we imagined?
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Thank You
Special Thanks to Dr. Marina Bers, my peers, students, staff, and faculty

who helped make this exhibit a reality.  

In a way, aren’t we all on a journey to design the life we imagined?


